Fairey Firefly AS Mk.5, VH135/VG-BDK, 880. Sqn., Krdlovské Kanadské  Fairey Firefly AS Mk.5, VH135/VG-BDK, 880. Squadron, Royal Canadian Navy,

nd&mornictvo (Royal Canadian Navy), HMICS Magnificent, kvéten 1951.

CAM. C
A——
448
44
27
25
20
A
25
27
44
448
Cernd
Black
H2/C2
Zlutd
Yellow
H4/C4
[ESsss=~)

A Tmavd moiskd §edd
Extra Dark Sea grey

FS 36118

HMCS Magnificent, May 1951.
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“Foreign Service”
CZ - Historie

Letouny Firefly Mk.I se osvédcily pti bojovych operacich a tak bylo rozhodnuto objednat 100 kusti nové verze Firefly Mk.III s
motorem Rolls Royce Griffon 61. V roce 1944 byl vSak postaven pouze jediny prototyp Mk.III a dalsi vyvoj se soustiedil na
verzi Mk.IV.

Letoun Firefly Mk.IV byl vybaven motorem Griffon 74 s dvoustupfiovym kompresorem, ktery pohanél Ctytlistou vrtuli.
Instalace nové pohonné jednotky zajistila zlepSené vykony a zaroven vedla ke zméndm v konstrukci draku. Chladi¢ pod piidi
trupu byl nahrazen dvéma chladici, které byly umistény v kotfenech kiidla, ocasni plochy a smérovka byly zvétSeny, a konce
ktidel byly ,,useknuty". Na vné&jsich panelech kiidla byly instalovany kryty, v jednom krytu byl umistén radar ASH, ve druhém
byla palivova nadrz. Radar mohl byt podle potfeby demontovan a nahrazen dalsi palivovou nadrzi.

Tovéarna Fairey obdrzela ptivodni objednavku na vyrobu 293 kusti verze Mk.4. Prvni vzlet této verze byl uskutecnén 25. kvétna
1946. Vzhledem k ukonceni vale¢nych operaci bylo v§ak 133 kusti z ptivodni objednavky stornovano. Verze Mk.4 byla sériové
vyrabéna jako stihaci-prizkumny letoun pod oznacenim FR.4. Prvni sériové kusy verze FR.4 byly dodany Kanadskému
namotnictvu v srpnu 1947, dodavky pro jednotky Britského namotniho letectva nasledovaly v fijnu, kdy jimi byla vyzbrojena
810. Squadrona FAA.

Firefly Mk.5 byla dalsi sériové vyrabénou verzi. V podstaté se jednalo o verzi FR.4 se zlepSenou vyzbroji. Na rozdil of verze
FR.4,byla verze Mk.5 vyrabéna ve tfech hlavnich variantach a to jako stihaci-prizkumny letoun, no¢ni stiha¢ a protiponorkova
verze. Kazda z té€chto verzi mohla byt velmi snadno konvertovana na jinou z téchto variant a to podle operac¢nich pozadavk.
Jedinou hlavni konstrukéni zménou byla instalace automatického, hydraulicky ovladaného systému pro sklapéni kiidel.

Prvni vzlet verze Mk.5 se uskute¢nil 12. prosince 1947, a celkovy pocet vyrobenych kusti vSech verzi Mk.5 dosahl 352 kust,
Sestnact poslednich strojii bylo jiz dokonceno jako verze Mk.6. Letouny Firefly byly pozdéji operaéné nasazeny v Korejské
valce a pti bojovych operacich v Malajsii, a z aktivni sluzby byly stazeny v roce 1956. Mimo jednotek FAA byly letouny Firey
Firefly také dodany do Kanady, Australie, Etiopie, Svédska, Danska, Holandska, Indie a Thajska.

Technické tidaje: Rozpéti 12,90 m. Délka 11,70 m. Max. rychlost 590 km/hod ve vySce 4265 metrd. Normalni dolet 1223
km. Operac¢ni dostup 9730 m. Vyzbroj tvotily ¢tyfi 20 mm kandény Aden a bud’ dvé bomby po 454 kg, nebo 16 raket.

EN - History

Following the success of the earlier Firefly variants, 100 Mk III aircraft, fitted with the Rolls Royce Griffon 61 engine, were
ordered. However, only one aircraft was built as a prototype in 1944 and development was then concentrated on the Mk I'V.

The Mk IV was driven by a Griffon 74 engine, with a two-stage supercharger, driving a four-blade propeller. This new
powerplant resulted in greatly increased performance and led to some chances to the airframe. The "chin" radiator was replaced
with radiators mounted in the leading edges of the wings; the fin and rudder were broadened and the wing tips were clipped.
Nacelles were fitted to the outer wing panels, one to hold an ASH radar and the other for fuel. Ifrequired, the ASH radar could be
removed and the nacelle used for additional fuel.

Fairey received contracts to produce 293 Firefly Mk.4s. The first production FR.4 made its initial flight on 25 May 1946. A
batch of 133 aircraft was cancelled from the initial order, due to the end of war. The first Firefly Mk.4s were alloted to the Royal
Canadian Navy in August 1947 and first FAA examples were available for 810 Squadron when it reformed on 1 October.

The Firefly Mk.5 was the next version produced and was basically an FR.4 with enhanced internal equipment. One
improvement was the introduction of power-folding wings during production; this system being retrofitted to the first machines
built. Contrary to the Mk.4, the Firefly Mk.5 was produced in three main variants; fighter-reconnaissance, night fighter and
anti-submarine, and each could be easily modified to assume each others role. The first Firefly Mk.5 made its initial flight on
12th December 1947 and eventually Mark 5 production reached a total of 352, but the last 16 were finished as Firefly Mk.6s.
The Firefly went on to see service in the Korean War and over Malaya, finally retiring from active service in 1956, a fitting
testament to a reliable and sturdy naval fighter. In addition to the Royal Navy, the Firefly also saw service with Australia,
Canada, Denmark, Ethiopia, the Netherlands, India, Sweden and Thailand as fighters, trainers and target tugs.

Technical Specifications: Span 41 ft 17 in (12.90 m). Length 371t 11in (11.7m). Maximum speed was 367mph (590km/h) at
14,0001t (4,265m). Normal Range was 760 miles (1,223km). Service ceiling was 31,900ft (9,730m). Armament was four
20mm Aden cannon and either two 1,001b (454kg) bombs or 16 601b (27.24kg) rocket projectiles.



Fairey Firefly AS. Mk.6, WD884/266, Royal Australian Navy, RANAS Schofields,

1964.

Fairey Firefly AS. Mk.6, WD884/266, Krdlovské Australské ndmornictvo (Royal

Australian Navy), RANAS Schofields, 1954.
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Fairey Firefly FR. Mk.4, B/005, 7. Squadron, Dutch Navy (Koninklijke Marine),
Biak, Dutfch East Indies (New Guineq), 1959-60. This particular machine

decorated with mouth also flew without canon armament.

Fairey Firefly FR. Mk.4, B/OO5, 7. Sqn., Nizozemské ndmorni letecivo (Koninklijke
Marine), Biak, Holanskd Vychodni Indie (Novd Guineq), 1959-60. Stroj

ozdobeny tlamou Iétal i bez kandnové vyzbroje.
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